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ings were definite and consistent; on other subjects he chiefly pro- 
pounded questions to puzzle others." 

On p. 46, Cicero in mortui vivunt certainly means more than "that 
the dead are kept in remembrance by those who loved them." These 
are the " immortal dead who live again in minds made better by their 
presence " to quote George Eliot's " Choir Invisible." Long's Philistine 
remark as to this " vague talk " did not deserve quotation. The Eng- 
lish "page" is not derived from paedagogus ; see the Century Dic- 
tionary. Isaac B. Burgess 

Morgan Park Academy 



Oratory. Modern American Oratory. By Ralph Curtis Ring- 
walt, Professor of Oratory in Columbia University. 334 
pages. New York: Henry Holt & Co. 

" Modern American Oratory " is an attractive volume intended to 
serve as a manual for students of public speaking. It furnishes precept 
and illustrative matter for classes in argumentation and oral discus- 
sion, and contains abundant material for inductive studies in oratory. 

The first ninety pages of the book are devoted to the theory of 
oratory, the remainder, to typical illustrations from the work of the 
most prominent public speakers of the United States in the past thirty 
years. 

Mr. Ringwalt presents the subject of oratory under four principal 
divisions : ( 1) deliberative, the oratory of the assembly ; (2) forensic, 
the oratory of the bar ; (3) demonstrative, the oratory of display ; and 
(4) pulpit, the oratory of the Christian Church. Each of these he 
treats in theory and by illustration. As an example of the deliberative 
type, " General Amnesty," by Carl Schurz, is taken. Forensic oratory 
is represented by " The Right to Trial by Jury," by Jeremiah S. Black. 
The several forms of demonstrative oratory are given as follows : the 
eulogy, "Daniel O'Connell," by Phillips ; the commemorative oration. 
" The One Hundredth Anniversary of the Inauguration of President 
Washington," by Depew ; the platform oration " The Leadership of 
Educated Men," by Curtis ; and the after-dinner speech, " The New 
South," by Grady. Pulpit oratory finds an adequate example in "The 
Sepulcher in the Garden," by Henry Ward Beecher. 

The orations are given in full and with copious notes. 

The theory of the structure of an oration is concisely given, illus- 
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trated by a brief of the speech on " General Amnesty." A valuable 
bibliography of orators and oratory is appended. 

All in all, Professor Ringwalt has contributed a valuable book to 
students of public speaking. Fredric M. Blanchard 

The UNivERsrTY of Chicago 



Physical Geography. By William Morris Davis, assisted by 
William Henry Snyder. Ginn & Co. 

The secondary schools need a text-book of physical geography 
which explains the origin of geographic forms and the control which 
they have over organic life, especially the life of man. Professor Davis 
has been our leader in urging the principles of rational geography 
upon the attention of teachers, and the book is such as one would 
expect from his long career as an investigator and teacher. Mr. Sny- 
der's name is a further pledge of the adaptation of the volume to 
secondary instruction. It is no discredit to other text-books to say 
that this gives the best exposition of the new geography to be found 
under a single cover. " Physiographic facts should be traced back to 
their causes and forward to their consequences." This is the dictum 
announced in the preface, and the principle is adhered to so far as is 
possible in an elementary book. 

Technical terms are little used, and part of the text is thrown into 
small type for possible omission in a short course. An appendix con- 
tains a number of more advanced problems, general and special biblio- 
graphic references, and a list of the maps most useful for teaching. 
There are 261 illustrations, including many useful diagrams which 
combine vertical section with topographic relief, thus well showing the 
relation of under-structures to surface features. According to the 
author's habit, much attention is given to the use and value of maps. 

The body of the work treats of the earth as a globe, the atmosphere, 
the ocean, and the lands. These topics occupy 10, 39, 34, and 273 
pages respectively. The earth as a globe is certainly preferable to 
mathematical geography as a name for the elementary facts that are in 
place here. A good illustration of the author's general principle is 
here found in a discussion of the size of the earth. It is large enough 
to differentiate the principal peoples, and small enough to make all 
civilized nations neighbors for knowledge and commerce. Under the 
atmosphere the usual topics of elementary meteorology are treated, 



